
General Manager’s Report

Item 6: Activities and 
Schedule Related to 
Acquisition of Cal-Am 
Monterey Water System 
(Measure J)

David J. Stoldt
General Manager

September 18, 2023



Public Hearing Scheduled
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• October 10, 2023

• 5:30 pm

• MIIS – Middlebury Institute of 
International Studies

• Irvine Auditorium

• 499 Pierce Street, Monterey

• Parking at:
 MIIS lot Franklin & Pierce
 Monterey City Hall lot
 Monterey municipal lot
  on Pacific Street



Why Pursue Public Ownership?
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Lower Cost to Operate

Better Quality of Service

Local Governance

Greater Transparency

85 % of 
Urban 

Water in CA 
is by Public 
Agencies



Measure J Activities to Date
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Phase 1 • Financial Feasibility – Completed Nov 2019

Phase 2
• EIR – Certified Oct 2020
• LAFCO – Completed Feb 2022

Phase 3 • Appraisal & Offer 
– April 2023



What is Phase 4?
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 Whether the public interest and necessity require the Proposed Public 
Use;

 Whether the Project will be most compatible with the greatest public 
good and least private injury;

 Whether the Property sought to be acquired is necessary for the 
Proposed Public Use; 

 The Proposed Public Use is a more necessary public use pursuant to 
California Code;

 Whether MPWMD is authorized; &

 Whether the offer required by Section 7267.2 of the California 
Government Code has been made to the owner of  record 

Phase 4
Consider Adoption of 

Resolution of Necessity & 
File Condemnation Action

83 Findings and 
Evidence in 

Support
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“Proposed Public Use”

Converting Cal-Am’s privately held water system to a publicly held 
water system to be owned and operated by the District for the 
provision of water service within the District’s boundaries

“Project”

The acquisition and operation of the MWS by the District, which 
the Board has found to be most beneficial to customers when in 
public ownership, with benefits including, but not limited to, 
lower cost, better quality of service, and more transparent and 
responsive governance

Terms are used separately and sometimes together

What is the Proposed Public Use & Project?



Phase 4 Schedule
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Item

Sept 7, 2023 MPWMD Board Met to Weigh Merits of 
Condemnation Proceeding (Closed Session)

Sept 11, 2023 Notice of Hearing to Consider Resolution of 
Necessity sent to Cal-Am

Oct 10, 2023
5:30pm

Public Hearing to Consider Adoption of 
Resolution of Necessity – Irvine Auditorium at 
MIIS; 499 Pierce St, Monterey

Within 6 months File Condemnation Action in Superior Court



Other Issues
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NPS Naval Innovation Center
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NPS Naval Innovation Center
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Pure Water Monterey Expansion
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• Reservation is a UC Berkeley property

• Finch Creek is primary tributary to Cachagua Creek

• Concrete ford on Finch Creek was 6th worst steelhead barrier 
per 2014 District Assessment funded thru IRWM grant

• Removal of barrier would add 3.5 miles unrestricted

• District Board approved $100,000 grant for design and 
permitting at its March 16, 2020 meeting

• UCB worked with Waterways Consulting and the Resource 
Conservation District of Monterey County

Hastings Natural History Reservation
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Hastings Natural History Reservation
• Rescued >1,100 fish from the reach around the 

construction site

• Began the dewatering on August 24 
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• The large excavations for the footings, abutments, and wingwalls 
are finished and the foundations have been poured 

• This week the crew will be building the forms and 
completing the rebar for the abutments and wingwalls, with a 
plan to pour concrete on Friday 

• In the coming weeks the crew will begin backfilling the 
excavations and grade the stream channel 

• Bridge deck will be a pre-cast concrete slab scheduled to arrive 
during the third week in October. After the slab is set, concrete 
for the approaches and grading site will be poured 

• All should be wrapped up by the second week in November.

Hastings Natural History Reservation
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Hastings Natural History Reservation
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