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Let’s check the 
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FALSE:  Actually, it has been 40 years.

During that time, the District has spent $71.8 
million on projects producing over 7,000 acre-
feet of new supply (the Paralta Well, the 
Pebble Beach Reclamation Project, Aquifer 
Storage and Recovery, and Pure Water 
Monterey), as well as on projects turned down 
by voters or regulators.

We also spent $82.8 million mitigating the 
environmental damage resulting from Cal-Am’s
overpumping and on conservation programs 
that have saved the community over 5,000 
acre-feet of potable water.
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Did you know Cal-Am has 51 
employees whose 2017 individual 
compensation exceeded this amount –
not including their benefits?  The 
District has only 28 employees.
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Simply not true.

The number of protests did not 
clear the hurdle set by State law.

The referendum signers were 
heard in the courts and over-ruled.
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FALSE:  Cal-Am created the rate 
structure, but the District 
supported it.  

However, we have not lobbied to 
keep it – just the opposite.  In 
testimony in October 2017, the 
District recognized the need to 
change to a more traditional 
block-rate structure.
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A little deceiving…

It was a non-binding advisory 
vote only in the City of Monterey.  
Other cities chose not to 
participate.

Thus, only 17% of voters within 
the District voted this way.
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FALSE:  There is no plan to use 
taxes to pay for it.

In fact, the way to pay for it 
would be within the water rates.

The truest test of feasibility would 
be if there was no increase in 
water rates to pay for it.
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FALSE:  All costs of acquisition and 
transition will be factored into the 
analysis of feasibility.
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FALSE:  Rate-setting would become 
MORE TRANSPARENT.  There 
would be a rate study viewable by 
the public, the ability to protest the 
rates in a public process, and 
public hearings.
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85% of all urban water in 
California is delivered by public 
agencies.
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