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This meeting is not subject to 
Brown Act noticing requirements.  
The agenda is subject to change. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Legislative Advocacy 
Committee Members:  
Molly Evans, Chair 
Gary Hoffmann 
Mary Adams 

 
Alternate: 
Jeanne Byrne 
 
Staff Contact 
Dave Stoldt, 
General Manager 
 
 
After staff reports have 
been distributed, if 
additional documents are 
produced by the District 
and provided to the 
Committee regarding any 
item on the agenda, they 
will be made available at 
5 Harris Court, Building 
G, Monterey, CA during 
normal business hours.  
In addition, such 
documents may be posted 
on the District website at 
mpwmd.dst.ca.us.  
Documents distributed at 
the meeting will be made 
available in the same 
matter. 

 AGENDA 
Legislative Advocacy Committee  

Of the Monterey Peninsula Water Management District 
********* 

Thursday, December 12, 2019, 4:00 pm 
District Conference Room, 5 Harris Court, Building G, Monterey, CA 

 
 

 Call to Order 
  
 Comments from Public 
 The public may comment on any item within the District’s jurisdiction.  Please limit 

your comments to three minutes in length. 
    
 Action Items -- Public comment will be received on all Action Items 
 1. Adopt Minutes of August 8, 2019 Committee Meeting 
   
 Discussion Items – Public comment will be received on all Discussion Items 
 2. Report from JEA & Associates on Legislative Status and Bill Tracking  
   
 3. Report on Legislative Outreach for Calendar Year 2019 
   
 4. Report from General Manager on Recent or Upcoming Legislative Actions 
   
 Other Items 
  
 Adjournment 

 
Upon request, MPWMD will make a reasonable effort to provide written agenda 
materials in appropriate alternative formats, or disability-related modification or 
accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, to enable individuals with 
disabilities to participate in public meetings.  MPWMD will also make a reasonable 
effort to provide translation services upon request. Please send a description of the 
requested materials and preferred alternative format or auxiliary aid or service by 5 
PM on Tuesday, December 10, 2019.  Requests should be sent to the Board 
Secretary, MPWMD, P.O. Box 85, Monterey, CA, 93942.  You may also fax your 
request to the Administrative Services Division at 831-644-9560, or call 831-658-
5600.                                               
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LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY COMMITTEE 
 
ITEM: ACTION ITEM 
 
1. ADOPT MINUTES OF AUGUST 8, 2019 COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
Meeting Date: December 12, 2019   
 

From: David J. Stoldt,    
 General Manager  
   
Prepared By: Arlene Tavani   
    
SUMMARY:  Attached as Exhibit 1-A are draft minutes of the August 8, 2019 Legislative 
Advocacy committee meeting. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  The Committee should review the draft minutes and approve them 
by motion. 
 
EXHIBIT  
1-A Draft Minutes of the August 8, 2019 Committee Meeting 
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EXHIBIT 1-A 

 
DRAFT MINUTES 

Legislative Advocacy Committee of the 
Monterey Peninsula Water Management District 

August 8, 2019  
   

Call to Order   
The meeting was called to order at 4:00 pm in the MPWMD conference room. 

   
Committee members present: Molly Evans, Chair  

 Mary Adams  
 Jeanne Byrne (participated by telephone) 

   
Committee members absent: Gary Hoffmann  

   
Staff members present: David J. Stoldt, General Manager 

 Arlene Tavani, Executive Assistant 
   

District Counsel present: David C. Laredo  
   
Legislative Consultant: John Arriaga, A&E Associates  
 Laurie Johnson, A&E Associates (participated by telephone) 
  
Comments from the Public: No comments. 
  
Action Items 
1. Adopt Minutes of March 21, 2019 Committee Meeting 
 On a motion by Adams and second by Evans, the minutes were approved on a vote of 2 – 1 by 

Adams and Evans, Byrne abstained. 
  
Discussion Items 
2. Report from John Arriaga on Legislative Status and Tracking 
 John Arriaga reviewed the August 8, 2019 Legislative Update memo provided in the committee 

packet and responded to questions.  He reported that SB 669 which would have established a tax on 
water bills to fund water system improvements in disadvantage communities, was rejected.  Instead, 
SB 200 was approved which allocated $130 million for safe drinking water projects.  Regarding the 
MPWMD Legislative Track document, he reported that no further action will be taken in this 
legislative session on most of the highlighted bills. The legislature will convene for five weeks and 
then adjourn on September 13, 2019.  

  
3. Report from Ferguson Group on Federal Activities 
 No report. 
  
4. Report from General Manager on Recent or Upcoming Legislative Actions 
 General Manager Stoldt distributed a packet of documents related to the District’s discussions with 

state and federal legislative staff, and also letters to legislators advocating support or opposition to  
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bills related to water infrastructure, conservation and office administration.  Stoldt responded to 
questions from the committee.  

  
Other Items:  No discussion. 
 
Adjournment – 4:40 pm. 
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LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY COMMITTEE 
 
ITEM: DISCUSSION ITEM 
 
3. REPORT ON LEGISLATIVE OUTREACH FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2019 
 
Meeting Date: December 12, 2019 Budgeted:   N/A 
 
From: David J. Stoldt, Program/ N/A 
 General Manager Line Item No.:    
 
Prepared By: David J. Stoldt Cost Estimate:   N/A 
 

General Counsel Review:  N/A 
Committee Recommendation:  N/A 
CEQA Compliance:  No CEQA Review Required 
 
SUMMARY:  During the course of the 2019 calendar year, the District has undertaken a variety 
of outreach efforts with the legislature, government agencies, and industry groups consistent with 
its adopted 2019 Legislative Advocacy Plan.  Several of these activities are identified 
chronologically below. 
 
Federal: 
 

• Hired federal lobbying firm The Ferguson Group in January 2017.  Monthly conference 
calls.  Notifications of bills and federal activity.  Consultation on other western water 
recycling lobbying activities.  Accompanied MPWMD staff at meetings with US Bureau 
of Reclamation during ACWA in May and December (see Exhibit 3-A) 

 
• Received w/ Monterey One Water USBR Title XVI WaterSMART WIIN grant for Pure 

Water Monterey (awaiting appropriation). 
 

• Coordinated with Congressman Panetta’s office on changes to tax code for water-related 
rebates 

 
• Submitted USBR Title XVI WaterSMART grant application in July (awaiting 

notification.). 
 

• District co-signed letters of support for variety of issues (see Exhibit 3-B) 
 
 
State: 
 

• Miscellaneous meetings with JEA Associates to discuss Sacramento strategy. 
 

• Multiple meetings and correspondence regarding state issues (see Exhibit 3-A) 



• Numerous letters regarding proposed Statewide legislation, several in consultation with 
ACWA  (see Exhibit 3-B) 

 
• Attended conferences and maintained visibility for Association of California Water 

Agencies, California Special Districts Association, California Water Association. 
 
Local: 
 

• Meet regularly with local interest groups (e.g. Coalition of Peninsula Businesses, 
Hospitality Association, Chambers of Commerce, Carmel Valley Association, LandWatch, 
Public Water Now, among others) and their representatives as requested. 

 
• Sponsored, exhibited, and attended public events such as the County Fair water wise 

landscape competition, golf outings for Hospitality Association, and Commercial Property 
Owners Association.  

 
EXHIBITS 
3-A 2019 Meeting Agendas 
3-B 2019 Legislative Letters of Support/Opposition 
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EXHIBIT 3-A 

 

2019 Meeting Agendas  



Sacramento Meetings 

February 6, 2019 

Dave Stoldt, Molly Evans, JEA & Associates 

 

 

9:30 – 11:00  Joint Assembly Committees on Water Tax 

 

12:30   Assemblymember Robert Rivas 

 

1:30   Senator Anna Caballero 

 

2:00   Assmblymember Mark Stone  



Sacramento Meetings 

March 27, 2019 

Dave Stoldt, JEA & Associates 

 

 

9:30   Erik Ekdahl, SWRCB staff 

 

1:30   Sean Maguire, SWRCB board member 

 

2:45   Sherly Rosilela, Department of Drinking Water (w/ Mike McCullough) 

 

3:30   Assemblymember Robert Rivas (w/ Mike McCullough)  



May 8, 2019 

Association of California Water Agencies 

Monterey, CA 

 

 

 

7:30  Art Hinojosa, DWR’s Division of Integrated Regional Water Management, 

 

1:00  Meet w/ US Bureau of Reclamation staff 

  (w/ Monterey One Water and The Ferguson Group) 

  



Sacramento Meetings 

July 10, 2019 

Dave Stoldt. JEA & Associates 

 

 

8:30   Erik Ekdahl & Steven Westhoff, SWRCB staff 

 

10:00   Secretary Wade Crowfoot, Deputy Secretary Tom Gibson 

 

11:30 Joaquin Esquivel, Chair SWRCB, Eileen Sobeck, Executive Director 
SWRCB, Michael Lauffer, Chief Counsel SWRCB 

 

12:00   Bethany Westfall, Legislative Director for Sen. Monning 

 

2:00   Craig Scholer, Legislative Director for Asm. Stone  



December 4, 2019 

Association of California Water Agencies 

San Diego, CA 

 

 

 

 

1:30  Meet w/ US Bureau of Reclamation staff 

  (w/ Monterey One Water and The Ferguson Group) 
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