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ATTACHMENT  1 

  



Information Needed for WDS Permit or Exemption 
 

 
 

Confirm project 
location within 
MPWMD (map) 

Obtain County 
Water Well 

Construction 
Permit 

Drill well; obtain 
DWR Completion 

Report and County 
sign-off 

Register and meter 
well; MPWMD 

signoff 

Confirm property 
ownership 

(recorded deed)  

Confirm water 
rights, as needed 

Complete 
environmental 

review, as needed 

Quantify parcels 
served and water 

use   

Submit application 
package and fees  

to MPWMD 

Application information is used to 
determine whether an Exemption or 

Level 1, 2 or 3 Permit applies 



No 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Exemption or 
Level 1 Permit, 
based on #parcels 

Exemption or 
Level 1 or 3, 
based on impact 

and #parcels  

Go to page 2  

PERMIT 
LEVEL 

FLOWCHART 

MPWRS =  Monterey Peninsula 
Water Resource System, including 
Seaside Groundwater Basin, 
Carmel Valley Alluvial Aquifer, and 
Carmel River+ tributaries    

Outside MPWRS 
>1,000 ft. ? 

Outside MPWRS  
<1,000 ft. ? 



No 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Exemption or 
Level 2 Permit, 

based on #parcels 
and production 

Level 3 Permit  

See Guideline text for other 
options and details 

Permit Level 
Flowchart, pg. 2 

Inside MPWRS,  
Seaside Basin?  

Inside MPWRS,  
CV Alluvium? 



SGB

CVAA < 5 AFY > 5 AFY None

Potential 

effect

< 4 X X Exemption3

< 4 X X Exemption3 Level 25

< 4 X X Exemption
3

Level 14

< 4 X X Level 3
6

< 4 X X X If applicable X X Level 3
6

< 4 X X Consult with Watermaster X X Level 2
5

4 or more X X X Level 14

4 or more X X X Level 2
5

4 or more X X X Level 14

4 or more X X X Level 3
6

4 or more X X X If applicable X X Level 3
6

4 or more X X Consult with Watermaster X X Level 3
6

Notes

AFY acre-feet per year

CEQA California Environmental Quality Act

CVAA Carmel Valley Alluvial Aquifer

MPWRS Monterey Peninsula Water Resources System (CVAA + SGB)

SER Sensitive Environmental Receptor (e.g., a stream)

SGB Seaside Groundwater Basin

App Application materials similar to existing application (map, property information, etc.)

1. Staff to review materials for location, hydrogeologic connection to MPWRS, potential title complications.  Exemption recorded.

2. Counsel to review complicated property titles and all Permit materials for CEQA compliance.

3. Exemption - ministerial action, CEQA exemption, no production limit.

4. Level 1 Permit- staff assessment of hydrologic connectivity and adverse effects, no production limit if no adverse effects.

5. Level 2 Permit - for SGB only, production limits associated with Court and Watermaster determinations; CEQA addressed by Court 

6. Level 3 Permit - requires testing, CEQA determination, production limit.
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Staff determination on testing, limit

Staff determination on testing, CEQA, limits

Effect on MPWRS

Set 

Limit

CEQA 

Review WDS PermitExemption

MPWMD Permit Process 
1, 2

No. of 

Parcels

Production 

History

Location

Non-

MPWRS 

W/in 

1,000 ft. 

of MPWRS

MPWRS

Testing 

Required
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