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 AGENDA  
Water Demand Committee 

Of the Monterey Peninsula Water Management District 
********* 

Wednesday, November 4, 2015, 1:30 pm 
District Conference Room, 5 Harris Court, Building G, Monterey, CA 

 
 

 Call to Order 
  
 Comments from Public 
 The public may comment on any item within the District’s jurisdiction.  Please limit 

your comments to three minutes in length. 
    
 Action Items -- Public comment will be received. 
 1. Consider Adoption of  September 23, 2015 Committee Meeting Minutes 
   
 2. Consider Lawn Removal Rebate Request from Monterey Peninsula Unified 

School District for Four School Sites 
   
 Discussion Items -- Public comment will be received. 
 3. Update on State and County Regulations re Use of Residential Greywater 
   
 4. Update on Draft Water Conservation and Rationing Plan 
   
 Other Items  
  
 Set Next Meeting Date 
  
 Adjournment 

 
Upon request, MPWMD will make a reasonable effort to provide written agenda 
materials in appropriate alternative formats, or disability-related modification or 
accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, to enable individuals with 
disabilities to participate in public meetings.  MPWMD will also make a 
reasonable effort to provide translation services upon request. Please send a 
description of the requested materials and preferred alternative format or auxiliary 
aid or service by 5 PM on Monday, November 2, 2015.  Requests should be sent to 
the Board Secretary, MPWMD, P.O. Box 85, Monterey, CA, 93942.  You may 
also fax your request to the Administrative Services Division at 831-644-9560, or 
call 831-658-5600.                                         
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WATER DEMAND COMMITTEE 
  
ITEM: ACTION ITEM 
 
1. CONSIDER ADOPTION OF SEPTEMBER 23, 2015 COMMITTEE MEETING 

MINUTES 
 
Meeting Date: November 4, 2015   
 

From: David J. Stoldt,    
 General Manager  
   
Prepared By: Arlene Tavani   
    
SUMMARY:    Attached as Exhibit 1-A are draft minutes of the September 23, 2015 

Water Demand Committee meeting.  
    
RECOMMENDATION:   The Committee should adopt the minutes by motion. 

    
    
EXHIBIT  
1-A Draft Minutes of the September 23, 2015 Water Demand Committee Meeting 
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 EXHIBIT 1-A 

 

 

DRAFT  MINUTES 

Water Demand Committee of the 

Monterey Peninsula Water Management District 

September 23, 2015 

   

Call to Order   

The meeting was called to order at 1:08 pm in the MPWMD conference room. 

   

Committee members present: Kristi Markey, Chair  

 Jeanne Byrne  

 Brenda Lewis  

   

Staff members present: Stephanie Locke, Water Demand Division Manager 

 Arlene Tavani, Executive Assistant 

   

Comments from the Public: No comments. 

  

Action Items  

1. Consider Adoption of August 28, 2015 Committee Meeting Minutes 

 On a motion by Byrne and second of Lewis, the committee approved the August 28, 

2015 Committee meeting minutes on a vote of 3 – 0 by Byrne, Lewis and Markey. 

  

2. Continue Review of Proposed Conservation/Permitting Ordinance Terms 

 Locke stated that three ordinances would be prepared based on discussions at the August 

28 and September 23, 2015 committee meetings.  She reviewed each enumerated item in 

the staff note for September 23, 2015, to determine support from the committee.  The 

committee agreed on all items, and commented on those listed here.  

 1)  Auto Sales – A documented water credit would apply, but if there is no 

documented water credit, the Table 2 Non-Residential Water Use Factor would 

be used to estimate previous water use. 

 7)  Whirlpool Tubs in Visitor-Serving Facilities - Suggested rebate of $250 but 

recognized the cost to remove a tub could be very high.  Requested that staff 

review this with hospitality industry representatives to determine the cost for 

tub removal.  The rebate might be raised based on the cost for tub removal. 

 8)  Alluvial Turf Removal – Rebates should not be funded by California-American 

Water rate payers.  Must require replacement of lawn with drought tolerant 

landscape.  A lower rebate for turf removal should be developed. 

 9)  Water Pressure – Advise the public that water pressure should be between 40 

and 60 psi, as in some areas the pressure is lower which results in very low 

faucet flows for the Cal-Am customer. 

 15)  Limit Hotel Room Showers to One Showerhead - If there are two shower 

heads, each one should be on a separate valve system. 
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 16)  Factor for RV Hookups - Agreed with staff recommendation to calculate water 

factor at ¼ of the factor for a hotel room. 

    

Other Items:  Locke presented the issue of projects that have special circumstances.  For 

example, the proposed Bella Hotel in Pacific Grove will be designed to utilize greywater for 

toilet flushing.  The plan is to treat water to drinking water standards before it is piped to the 

toilets.  Rules must be developed that would specify a reduced water factor or authorize a study 

to determine the water reduction that would be achieved. The committee noted that the Monterey 

County Health Department should be encouraged to modify its regulations to allow the use of 

greywater for residential use.  Staff was asked to contact Monterey County regarding current 

regulations.   

 

Locke stated that another example of special circumstances is when a property owner agrees to a 

5-year period in which a project’s water use is monitored, and if water use is exceeded at any 

time during that 5-year period the jurisdiction’s allocation will be debited for the overage. 

Because jurisdictions may have no remaining allocation, our rules do allow retrofits at another 

site to compensate for the increased water use.   Staff will present to the committee in the future 

modifications to the rule that allows the off-site retrofits, and also a request to monitor water use 

for the full 5-year period before requiring an offset for exceeding the water use estimates. 

 

Set Next Meeting Date:  The meeting was scheduled for November 4, 2015 at 1:30 pm. 

 

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 2 pm. 
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WATER DEMAND COMMITTEE 
  
ITEM: ACTION ITEM 
 

2. CONSIDER LAWN REMOVAL REBATE REQUEST FROM MONTEREY 
PENINSULA UNIFED SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR FOUR SCHOOL SITES 

 
Meeting Date: November 4, 2015  Budgeted:   No 
 
From: David J. Stoldt,  Program/  26-05-781412 & 781499 
 General Manager Line Item No.:  
 
Prepared By: Stephanie Locke Cost Estimate:  $123,048 
 

General Counsel Review:  N/A 
Committee Recommendation: N/A 
CEQA Compliance: N/A 
 
SUMMARY:  Monterey Peninsula Unified School District (MPUSD) is requesting rebates for 
large areas of turf removal pursuant to the District’s Rule 141-A, which allows for rebates above 
the 2,500 square-foot limit for lawn removal at a public facility subject to Board approval 
(Exhibit 2-A).  Rebates are being requested in both the California American Water (Cal-Am) 
system and in the Seaside Municipal Water Distribution System.  The total requested for two 
Cal-Am schools is $56,642.  The estimated savings is more than 1.65 million gallons/year or 5 
acre-feet. The total requested for two Seaside Muni schools is $66,406. The estimated savings is 
more than 4 million gallons/year or 12 acre-feet.  Rebate funding for Cal-Am customers during 
FY 2015-2016 is $700,000, although the total available for rebates for 2015-2017 is $1.6 million 
(reimbursable by Cal-Am). To date, $453,368 has been used. Budgeted funding for non-Cal-Am 
customers for FY 2015-2016 is only $20,000, of which $11,727 has been used to date. 
 
MPUSD has enacted a District Wide Master Water Conservation Plan which includes the 
removal of large quantities of irrigated turf area across the District. In 2015-2016 MPUSD is 
implementing a 5th grade Eco-Ambassador program in partnership with Return of the Natives, 
Pacific Grove Museum and the Monterey Art Council. The goals of the program include 
educating the students about water conservation, create a native plant garden, and install active 
rainwater catchment. The Eco-Ambassador program is tied into the lawn conversion project. The 
designs for the new gardens were inspired by the professional landscape designs created for Ord 
Terrace Elementary who received a grant from MPWMD in 2014. MPUSD’s goal is to reduce 
ornamental turf by 65% and to retrofit every field with water efficient irrigation systems by 
2021.  
 
Seaside Muni Properties: 

• Martin Luther King Elementary - FIELD IMPROVEMENTS 
o  $58,806 requested for the removal of 58,806 sf of turf 
o They will remove 24% of the turf and install a new irrigation system to improve 

efficiency on the remaining sports fields  
o Estimated water savings is 3,978,630 gallons/year 
o MPUSD’s proposed portion of the cost is $73,194 
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• Martin Luther King Elementary - READING GARDEN 
o $4,800 requested for the removal of 4,800 sf of turf 
o The replacement will include a meeting area with permeable surfaces, a cistern, 

drought tolerant plants and a rain garden 
o Estimated water savings is 110,030 gallons/year 
o MPUSD’s proposed portion of the cost is $9,600 

• Highland Elementary – SOLAR GARDEN 
o $2,800 requested for the removal of 2,800 sf of turf 
o The replacement will include a cistern, drought tolerant plants and a rain garden 
o MPUSD’s proposed portion of the cost is $5,616 

 
Cal-Am Properties: 

• Del Rey Woods Elementary  
o $53,142 requested for the removal of 53,142 sf of turf from 5 areas 
o The replacement will include bio swales, cisterns, vegetable planters, benches, a 

class amphitheater, and drought tolerant plants 
o The turf removal will save an estimated 1,547,711 gallons/year 
o MPUSD’s proposed portion of the cost is $0 

• Monte Vista Elementary  
o $3,500 requested for the removal of 3,500 sf of turf 
o The replacement will include a bio swales, cisterns, benches, a class amphitheater, 

and drought tolerant plants 
o The turf removal will save an estimated 101,419 gallons/year  
o MPUSD’s proposed portion of the cost is $7,000 

 
RECOMMENDATION: The Committee should discuss the MPUSD request and make a 
recommendation to the Board.  Staff recommends consideration of the Cal-Am system rebate as 
it will result in immediate savings at a reasonable cost per acre-foot, helping the community 
achieve both the local regulatory reductions as well as the State’s conservation goal.  
Unfortunately, there is not sufficient funding to fund the non-Cal-Am turf removal at this time 
without jeopardizing potential retrofits in the Seaside Municipal Water system.  Staff 
recommends that a decision on Seaside Municipal turf removal be deferred until May (close to 
the end of the fiscal year) to determine the amount of funding available in this year’s budget. 
 
EXHIBIT 
2-A MPUSD Request 
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