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From: Thomas Christensen
To: KevinKnapp54@gmail.com
Cc: Sara Reyes
Subject: Carmel River is Navigable
Date: Monday, January 22, 2024 11:52:41 AM
Attachments: CarmelRiver_Navigable.pdf

Hi Kevin,
 
Thank you for your letter. The Carmel River is navigable. For more information see attached Public
Use Memo from De Lay and Laredo (1992).
 
In general, this means that once people are in the river they can walk upstream and downstream
and sit low next to the river (under ordinary high water). People must get into the river from a
public-right-away like a bridge, park or through their own property. A person can’t park in front of
someone’s house and walk through the side gate and through the backyard to get to the river
(above ordinary high water) without permission. Ordinary high water is a little hard to define, but it’s
about 5 to 8 feet higher than the low flow summer water surface.
 
If someone got to the river legally and sat on the sand next to the river on Robles Del Rio property,
they have a right to be there, but if they walked through the gate without permission (high above
the river) then technically they need to get permission or access the river somewhere else.
 
I hope this helps.
Thomas
 
Thomas Christensen, P.G.
MPWMD Environmental Resources Division Manager
P.O. Box 85, Monterey, Ca 93942-0085
831-238-2547 (cell)
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