
Review of MPWMD Legislative Outreach for Calendar Year 2018 

SUMMARY:  During the course of the 2018 calendar year, the District has undertaken a variety 

of outreach efforts with the legislature, government agencies, and industry groups consistent with 

its adopted 2018 Legislative Advocacy Plan.  Several of these activities are identified 

chronologically below. 

Federal: 

• Hired federal lobbying firm The Ferguson Group in January 2017.  Monthly conference

calls.  Notifications of bills and federal activity.  Consultation on other western water

recycling lobbying activities.  Accompanied MPWMD staff at meetings with US Bureau

of Reclamation and during Washington DC board visit.

• ACWA in Washington DC attended by Directors Adams, Brower, Clarke, and Evans in

February.

• Tuesday, February 27:  Briefing Meeting with Roger Gwinn (The Ferguson Group) in DC;

Meeting with John Watts, Legislative Counsel, Office of Senator Dianne Feinstein;

Meeting with Representative Jimmy Panetta and Brandon Honeycutt, Legislative

Assistant;  Meeting with Austin Ewell, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Interior and Grayford

Payne, Deputy Commissioner – Policy, Administration and Budget, USBR

• Thursday, March 1: Meeting with Monica Pham, Legislative Counsel, Office of Senator

Kamala Harris;  Meeting with Kelly Colyar, Chief and Alex Hettinger, Program Manager,

Office of Management and Budget (OMB) – Water and Power Branch.

• Meeting with USBR staff to update on Pure Water Monterey May 9th and another meeting

scheduled for November 28th.

• Meeting with Congressman Panetta August 11st to discuss letter of support for USBR grant

application.

• Submitted USBR Title XVI WaterSMART grant application in July (awaiting

notification.).

• District co-signed letters of support for WRDA/WIIN Act legislation (see attached)

State: 

• Miscellaneous meetings with JEA Associates to discuss Sacramento strategy.
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• Multiple meetings and correspondence regarding CDO Condition 2

• Numerous letters regarding proposed Statewide legislation, several in consultation with

ACWA  (see attached)

• Attended conferences and maintained visibility for Association of California Water

Agencies, California Special Districts Association, California Water Association.

Local: 

• Continue to attend Mayor Authority meetings as needed, as well as meet separately with

mayors and council members.

• Meet regularly with local interest groups (e.g. Coalition of Peninsula Businesses,

Hospitality Association, Chambers of Commerce, Carmel Valley Association, LandWatch,

Public Water Now, among others) and their representatives as requested.

• Sponsored, exhibited, and attended public events such as the County Fair water wise

landscape competition, golf outings for Hospitality Association, and Commercial Property

Owners Association.

Attached are examples of legislative/governmental outreach efforts. 
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