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 AGENDA
Legislative Advocacy Committee

Of the Monterey Peninsula Water Management District
*********

Monday, January 26, 2015, 2 pm
District Conference Room, 5 Harris Court, Building G, Monterey, CA

 
    
 Call to Order
  
 Comments from Public
 The public may comment on any item within the District’s jurisdiction.  Please limit

 your comments to three minutes in length.
    
 Action Items -- Public comment will be received on all Action Items
 1. Adopt Minutes of  August 20, 2014 Committee Meeting
  Deferred until the next scheduled meeting of the Legislative Committee
   
 Discussion Items – Public comment will be received on all Discussion Items
 2. Overview of Governor’s Proposed FY 2015-16 Budget
  Natural Resources spending related to water will be discussed.
   
 3. Update on State Water Bond
  Discussion will include likely timing, District comment on storm water

 administrative rules, and Regional versus District-only legislative
 outreach.

   
 4. Bill Tracking
  JEA Associates will provide an update of possible bills to be introduced this

 session.
   
 5. Update on Cease and Desist Order Negotiations
   
 6. Update of Roster of Senate and Assembly Committees Affecting Water
  Ø  Roster of Senate and Assembly Committees Related to Water Issues

 (submitted by MPWMD staff)
   
 7. Overview of Federal W21 Western Water Bill
  Ø  Water in the 21st Century Outline
  Ø  Conservation and Efficiency Bill
   
 8. Discuss Opportunities from House 2015 Omnibus Spending Bill
   
 9. Overview of Build America Revisions and Proposed EPA “Water Finance

 Center”
   
 Other Items
   
 Set Next Meeting Date
  
 Adjournment



Upon request, MPWMD will make a reasonable effort to provide written agenda
 materials in appropriate alternative formats, or disability-related modification or
 

accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, to enable individuals with
 disabilities to participate in public meetings.  MPWMD will also make a
 reasonable effort to provide translation services upon request. Please send a
 description of the requested materials and preferred alternative format or
 auxiliary
aid or service by 5 PM on Thursday, January 29, 2015.  Requests should be sent
 to the Board Secretary, MPWMD, P.O. Box 85, Monterey, CA, 93942.  You
 may also fax your request to the Administrative Services Division at 831-644-
9560, or call 831-658-5600.      
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Proposition 1 Funding Sources
for the

Monterey Peninsula
 

 
 

 
Chapter

 
Title
 

 
Amount

 
Agency

 
Notes

 
Grant/Loan

Ch. 6 Protecting Rivers, Lakes,
 Streams, Coastal Waters,
 and Watersheds
 

$200 M
$285 M

Wildlife Conservation
 Board
Department of Fish and
 Wildlife

Projects for enhanced streamflows
Watershed restoration projects outside
 the Delta

Grants
Grants

Ch. 7 Regional Water Security,
 Climate, and Drought
 Preparedness
 

$43 M
$100 M
$200 M

Department of Water
 Resources
Department of Water
 Resources
Department of Water
 Resources

Regional for Central Coast through
 IRWM
Water Conservation and Water
 Efficiency
Multibenefit Stormwater Management

Grants
Both
Grants

Ch. 9 Water Recycling
 

$725 M Water Resources Control
 Board

Water recycling and desalination Both

Ch. 10 Groundwater Sustainability
 

$900 M unclear Groundwater recharge and
 augmentation

Both

Ch. 11 Flood Management
 

$100 M Department of Water
 Resources

Multibenefit public safety and
 fish/wildlife habitat

unclear
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ROSTER OF SENATE AND ASSEMBLY COMMITTEES RELATED TO WATER ISSUES 

Senate Natural Resources on Water   
Consultants: William Craven (Chief Consultant), Dennis O’Connor, Katharine Moore 
Phone: (916) 323-2232 
Meets every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month at 9:30AM 
 

MEMBERS COUNTIES CITY 
Fran Pavley (D – 27th SD) - 
CHAIR 

Los Angeles (p), Ventura (p) Agoura Hills 

Jeff Stone – (R – 28th SD)  
VICE-CHAIR 

Riverside (p) Indio  

Benjamin Allen (D – 26th SD) Los Angeles (p) Torrance  
Jean Fuller (R – 16th SD) Kern (p), Tulare (p) and San Bernardino (p) Bakersfield 
Robert Hertzberg (D – 18th SD) Los Angeles (p)  Los Angeles 
Ben Hueso (D – 40th SD) Imperial, San Diego (p) San Diego 
Hannah-Beth Jackson (D – 19th 
SD) 

Ventura (p), Santa Barbara (p) Santa Barbara 

Bill Monning (D – 17th SD)  Monterey (p), Santa Clara (p), San Luis 
Obispo, Santa Cruz (p) 

Carmel 

Lois Wolk (D – 3rd SD) Napa, Solano, Contra Costa (p), 
Sacramento (p), Sonoma (p), Yolo (p) 

Davis 
 

 
 
Senate Committee on Energy, Utilities and Communications 
Consultants: Jay Dickenson (Chief Consultant) and Nidia Bautista 
Phone: (916) 651-4107 
Meets every 1st, 3rd and 5th Tuesday of the month at 9:30AM 
 

MEMBERS COUNTIES CITY 
Ben Hueso (D – 40th) 
CHAIR 

Imperial, San Diego (p) San Diego 

Jean Fuller (R – 16th SD) 
VICE CHAIR 

Kern (p), Tulare (p), San Bernardino (p) Bakersfield 

Anthony Cannella (R – 12th SD) Madera (p), Merced, Monterey (p), San 
Benito, Stanislaus (p) 

Ceres 

Robert Hertzberg (D – 18th SD) Los Angeles (p) Los Angeles 
Jerry Hill (D – 13th SD)  Santa Clara (p) and Santa Clara (p) San Mateo 
Ricardo Lara (D – 33rd SD) Los Angeles (p) Bell Gardens 
Connie Leyva (D – 20th SD)  Los Angeles (p), San Bernardino (p)  Pomona  
Mike McGuire (D – 2nd SD)  Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Marin, 

Mendocino, Trinity and Sonoma (p) 
Santa Rosa 

Mike Morrell (R – 23rd SD) Los Angeles (p), Riverside (p), San 
Bernardino (p) 

Yucaipa  

Fran Pavley (D – 27th SD) Los Angeles (p), Ventura (p) Agoura Hills 
Lois Wolk (D – 3rd SD) Napa, Solano, Contra Costa (p), 

Sacramento (p), Sonoma (p), Yolo (p) 
Davis 
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Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife 
Consultants: Diane Colborn (Chief Consultant) and Tina Cannon Leahy 
Phone: (916) 319-2096 
Meets every 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 9:30AM 

MEMBER COUNTIES CITY 
Marc Levine (D – 10th AD) 
CHAIR 

Marin, Sonoma (p)  San Rafael 

Frank Bigelow (R – 5th AD) 
VICE CHAIR 

Alpine, Amador, Calaveras, Madera, 
Mariposa, Mono, Tuolumne and part of El 
Dorado and Placer 

O’Neal 

Brian Dahle (R – 1st AD) Lassen, Modoc, Nevada, Plumas, Shasta, 
Sierra, Siskiyou and part of Butte and 
Placer 

Bieber 

Bill Dodd (D – 4th AD) Lake, Napa, part of Colusa, Solano, 
Sonoma and Yolo 

Napa 

Beth Gaines (R – 6th AD) El Dorado (p), Placer (p), Sacramento (p) Rocklin 
Cristina Garcia (D – 58th AD) Los Angeles (p) Bell Gardens 
Jimmy Gomez (D – 51st AD) Los Angeles (p)  Los Angeles 
Adam Gray (D – 21st AD) Merced (p), Stanislaus (p)  Merced 
Matthew Harper (R – 74th AD) Orange (p) Costa Mesa 
Patty Lopez (D – 39th AD) Los Angeles (p) Arleta 
Devon Mathis (R – 26th AD) Inyo, Kern (p), Tulare (p) Visalia 
Jose Medina (D – 61st AD) Riverside (p) Riverside 
Anthony Rendon (D – 63rd AD) Los Angeles (p) Lakewood  
Sebastian Ridley-Thomas (D – 
54th AD) 

Los Angeles (p) Los Angeles 

Das Williams (D – 37th AD) San Luis Obispo (p), Santa Barbara (p), 
Ventura (p) 

Santa Barbara 

 
Assembly Committee on Utilities and Commerce 
Consultants: Sue Kateley (Chief Consultant) and Da Vina Flemming     
Phone: (916) 319-2083 
Meets every Monday of the month at 3:00PM 

MEMBERS COUNTIES CITY 
Anthony Rendon (D- 63rd AD) 
CHAIR 

Los Angeles (p) Lakewood 

Jim Patterson (R – 23rd AD) Fresno (p), Tulare (p) Fresno 
Katcho Achadjian (R – 35th AD) San Luis Obispo (p), Santa Barbara (p) San Luis Obispo 
Susan Bonnilla (D- 14th) Contra Costa (p), Solano (p) Concord 
Autumn Burke (D – 62nd) Los Angeles (p)  
Brian Dahle (R – 1st AD) Lassen, Modoc, Nevada, Plumas, Shasta, 

Sierra, Siskiyou and part of Butte and 
Placer 

Bieber 

Susan Talamantes-Eggman (D – 
13th) 

San Joaquin (p) Stockton 

Cristina Garcia (D – 58th) Los Angeles  (p) Bell Gardens 
David Hadley (R – 66th AD) Los Angeles  (p) Rancho Paso Verdes 
Roger Hernandez (D – 48th AD) Los Angeles  (p) West Covina 
Jay Obernolte (R – 33rd AD) San Bernardino (p) Hesperia 
Bill Quirk (D – 20th AD) Alameda (p) Hayward 
Miguel Santiago (D – 53rd)  Los Angeles  (p) Los Angeles 
Phil Ting (D – 19th AD) San Francisco (p), San Mateo (p) San Francisco 
Das Williams (D – 37th AD) San Luis Obispo (p), Santa Barbara (p), 

Ventura (p) 
Santa Barbara 



Water in the 21st Century
Outline

 
Title I: Efficiency and Conservation

 
·         Strengthens EPA’s voluntary labeling program, WaterSense, which promotes water conservation in products,

 buildings, and landscapes through information and rebates. It authorizes $50 million to administer the program,
 and $700 million for the rebate program, through FY2019, and then funds them at FY2019 levels adjusted for
 inflation thereafter. 

Creates a new grant program within the Environmental Protection Agency for water systems (defined by the Safe
 Drinking Water Act and Clean Water Act) to: Conserve water, increase water efficiency, or reuse water; Modify
 or relocate existing water system infrastructure made or projected to be made inoperable by climate change
 impacts; Preserve or improve water quality, and a number of other objectives.

Title II: Water Recycling, Storage, and Integrated Water Management
 

·         This title leverages federal financing (through loan guarantees and matching grants) for multi-benefit projects
 on a regional scale, including; Water recycling; Ground water management; Storage and conveyance/water
 infrastructure.

o   $500 million over five years for secured loans.
o   $700 million (until expended) for Integrated Regional Water Management, Reclamation, and Recycling

 Projects Grants.

Title III: Innovation through Research, Data, and Technology
 

·         Establishes an open water data system at the Department of the Interior.
·         Reauthorizes the Water Resources Research Act at $9 million a year through 2020.
·         Reauthorizes the Water Desalination Act at $6 million a year through 2020.
·         Directs the Secretary of the Army to review reservoir operations and assess whether there is a benefit in

 adjusting operations to take into account improved forecasting data.
 

Title IV: Drought Preparedness and Resilience
 

·         Establishes non-regulatory Drought Resilience Guidelines for state and local agencies through EPA in
 coordination with USDA, Commerce and Interior.

·         Directs U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, in consultation with state and federal agencies, to prepare a salmon
 drought plan to address the impacts of drought on the salmon population.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Water in the 21st Century
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Summary
 
 

Title I: Efficiency and Conservation

·         Section 101: Water efficiency, conservation, and adaptation

o   Sec. 101.a:  WaterSense Program Authorization.
§  Authorizes the Environmental Protection Agency’s WaterSense program activities and provides

 funding for the program (increasing from $5M in FY15; $10M in FY16; $15M in FY17; and
 $20M in FY18).

§  Requires water efficient product criteria to be regularly updated.
 

o   Sec. 101.b: State Water Efficiency and Conservation Incentives Program.
§  Authorizes funding for state, local, county, and tribal governments, and water utilities, energy

 utilities and nonprofit organizations to implement financial incentives programs to purchase and
 install residential, commercial, and institutional water efficient products and services, including
 WaterSense certified new homes. 

§  Water efficient products and services include those for residential, commercial, and institutional
 buildings or landscaping that are rated for water efficiency and performance by the WaterSense
 program or a state incentives program. 

§  Funds may be used to pay up to 50 percent of the incentives provided by an incentive program.
§  Authorization: $100M in FY15, escalating to $200M in FY17, and back down to $100M in FY19.

 
o   Sec. 101.c: Water System Mitigation and Adaptation Grants

Creates a new grant program within the Environmental Protection Agency for water systems (defined
 by the Safe Drinking Water Act and Clean Water Act) to:

Conserve water, increase water efficiency, or reuse water;
Modify or relocate existing water system infrastructure made or projected to be made
 inoperable by climate change impacts;
Preserve or improve water quality;
Invest in groundwater remediation, recycled water, or desalination systems;
Increase watershed preservation and protection to improve source water;
Increasing energy efficiency and the use of renewable energy in water treatment and delivery;
Support the use of advanced water treatment, supply management, and water demand
 management that increases water supply or reduces water or energy use;
Promote more efficient use of water supplies on agricultural lands;
Conduct studies to project how climate change may impact water systems;
Rapidly address impacts on water systems in regions most susceptible to abrupt climate
 change, including the Colorado River Basin and coastal regions.

All grant applications must be supported by the best available research or data (as determined by the
 EPA).
Grants are for a maximum of 50% of the project cost, and are competitively awarded.
Authorization: Such sums as are necessary to carry out the act.

 

Title II: Water Recycling, Storage, and Integrated Water Management 

·         Subtitle A: Innovative Financing
 

o   Modeled after the successful and popular Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act
 (TIFIA) program, this title would offer long-term, low-cost financing for eligible water infrastructure
 projects directly and indirectly associated with a Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) project.



 
o   Uses of such loan funds to include projects that reclaim and reuse/recycle:

§  Municipal, industrial, domestic, and agricultural wastewater.
§  And naturally impaired ground and surface waters

 
o   Funds, under the Act ($100 million a year), would be available to finance the planning, design and

 construction as well as the acquisition of real property or an interest in real property if the acquisition is
 integral to an otherwise eligible project.

·         Subtitle B: Integrated Regional Water Management, Reclamation, and Recycling Projects
 

o   Would allow Reclamation to participate as a technical and financial partner with state and local water
 management entities to develop
§  Storage and conveyance associated with regional integrated water management.
§  And reuse/recycling projects, one of the few new dependable sources of water in drought-parched

 Western watersheds.

o   Such integrated water management and reuse projects can provide:
§  More efficient and beneficial use or reuse of water;
§  Increase the availability of usable water supplies for multiple uses;
§  Provide resiliency of water sources from the impacts of climate change;
§  Provide new partnerships across the spectrum of water beneficiaries; and
§  Generate agricultural, urban and industrial water supplies along with providing added

 environmental benefits.
 

o   Provides authority for Reclamation to participate in these projects with cost-shared grants of up to $15
 million, and funds would be available to be expended for up to five years—program would be
 authorized at $700 million.

 
 

·         Subtitle C: Transfer Title to Certain Reclamation Facilities or Separable Elements of Such Facilities
 

o   Would authorize the Secretary of the Interior, under specific conditions, to transfer ownership of a
 Reclamation project to a non-federal entity.  This will allow for the non-federal operating entity to
 obtain a loan guarantee that would not constitute a “third-party” financed obligation and would be
 favorably “scored” under congressional budget rules.

Title III: Innovation through Research, Data, and Technology
·         Section 301: Open Water Data System

 
o   Directs the Secretary of the Interior, through the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), to establish an open

 water data system that improves water data availability, enhances data use, and ensures timely
 distribution of water data and information. This data system would support water management, research,
 education, assessment, and monitoring.

 

o   Requires the Secretary to integrate water data into a national data framework; identify water data and
 information needs; support water data sharing, research, and educational programs; and encourage
 cooperation among State, local, and tribal governments, communities, education institutions, and the
 private sector related to water data and information. 

·         Sec. 302: Water Resources Research Act Amendments and Reauthorization



 
o   Amends the Water Resources Research Act of 1984 to reauthorize grants and requires applied water

 supply research at the water resources research and technology institutes established under that Act at
 each state.

o   Authorizes $9 million for each of fiscal years 2015 through 2020.

·         Sec. 303: Water Desalinization Act Reauthorization
 

o   Authorizes $6 million a year through 2020 for the Secretary of the Interior to conduct studies regarding
 the desalinization of water and water reuse, and for other purposes

·         Sec. 304: Review of Reservoir Operations
 

o   Would give the Secretary of the Army authority to review the operation of a reservoir, at the request of its
 non-Federal sponsor, and determine if a change in operation using improved weather forecasts and run-
off forecasting through  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration would—
§  Reduce risks to human life, public safety and property.
§  Reduce the need for future disaster relief.
§  Improve local water storage capability and reliability.
§  Restore, protect or mitigate impacts of the project on the environment.
§  Or improve fish species habitat.

 
Title IV: Drought Preparedness and Resilience
 

·         Sec. 401: National Drought Resilience Guidelines
 

o   EPA would lead an inter-agency effort, including Bureau of Reclamation, Department of Agriculture and
 other federal agencies, to develop National Drought Resilience Guidelines for states, local government
 and water agencies.  This product would provide a framework of non-regulatory recommendations to
 strengthen drought preparedness planning and investments.  

·         Sec. 402: Drought Preparedness for Fisheries
 

o   Directs U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, in consultation with state and federal agencies, to prepare a
 California salmon drought plan to address the impacts of the drought on the salmon population. 

o   Provides an additional $3 million in funding for U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to carry out its work to
 respond to extreme drought conditions, including relocation of the release location and timing of
 hatchery fish and barging of hatchery release fish.
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DIVISION D--ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOPMENT AND RELATED AGENCIES 

APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2015 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

The following statement to the House of Representatives and the Senate is submitted in 

explanation of the agreed upon Act making appropriations for energy and water development for the fiscal 

year ending September 30,2015, and for other purposes. 

The language and allocations set forth in House Report I 13-486 carry the same emphasis as the 

language included in this explanatory statement and should be complied with unless specifically addressed 

to the contrary herein. Report language included by the House which is not contradicted by the explanatory 

statement is approved. The explanatory statement, while repeating some report language for emphasis, does 

not intend to negate the language referred to above unless expressly provided herein. In cases in which the 

House directed the submission of a report, such report is to be submitted to both the Committees on 

Appropriations of the House of Representatives and the Senate. 

Funds for the individual programs and activities within the accounts in this Act are displayed in 

the detailed table at the end of the explanatory statement for this Act. Funding levels that are not displayed 

in the detailed table are identified in this explanatory statement. 

In fiscal year 2015, for purposes of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 

1985 (Public Law 99-177), the following information provides the definition of the term "program, project, 

or activity" for departments and agencies under the jurisdiction of the Energy and Water Development 

Appropriations Act. The term "program, project, or activity" shall include the most specific level of budget 

items identified in the Energy and Water Development Appropriations Act, 2015 and the explanatory 

statement accompanying the Act. 

1 

Agenda Item 8



TITLE II-DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

CENTRAL UTAH PROJECT 

CENTRAL UTAH PROJECT COMPLETION ACCOUNT 

The agreement includes a total of$9,874,000 for the Central Utah Project Completion Account, 

which includes $7,574,000 for Central Utah Project construction, $1,000,000 for transfer to the Utah 

Reclamation Mitigation and Conservation Account for use by the Utah Reclamation Mitigation and 

Conservation Commission, and $1,300,000 for necessary expenses of the Secretary of the Interior. 

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 

Persistent Western Drought.-Extensive and exceptional drought continues to plague the Western 

United States. The U.S. Drought Monitor for December 2, 2014, shows that only two of the seventeen 

Reclamation states (Montana and Wyoming) are virtually drought free. All or significant portions of twelve 

Reclamation states are suffering from severe to exceptional drought with 55 percent of California suffering 

from persistent exceptional drought conditions. 

Drought conditions are difficult to address at the time the drought is occurring, but there are some 

things that can be done to stretch available water supplies. The Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) and 

the Department ofthe Interior are encouraged to use all of the flexibility and tools available to mitigate the 

impacts ofthis drought. Reclamation is encouraged to examine opportunities for voluntary water 

conveyances from any state with excess water inventories to meet water use and mitigate drought 

conditions in Reclamation states. Additional funds have been provided to Reclamation to respond to the 

impacts of the drought and to work with water districts and other users to provide increased efficiency and 

conservation of available water. 

The only way to mitigate the effects of future droughts, however, is through a strategy of 

providing a combination of additional storage, improved conveyance, and increased efficiencies in the uses 

of water both for agriculture and potable purposes. As the West has consistently been the fastest growing 

part of the country, it is incumbent on Reclamation, as the leading water purveyor in the West, to lead the 

way in increasing the water that is available from one year to the next and to research and develop more 

efficient uses of the water that is available. 

WATER AND RELATED RESOURCES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

The agreement includes $978,131,000 for Water and Related Resources. 

The agreement for Water and Related Resources is shown in the following table: 
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WATER AND RELATED RESOURCES 

(AMOUNTS IN THOUSANDS) 

BUDGET REQUEST FINAL BILL 

RESOURCES FACILITIES RESOURCES FACILITIES 
MANAGEMENT OM&R TOTAL MANAGEMENT OM&R TOTAL 

ARIZONA 

AK CHIN INDIAN WATER RIGHTS SETTLEMENT ACT PROJECT --- 14,093 14,093 --- 14,093 14,093 

COLORADO RIVER BASIN- CENTRAL ARIZONA PROJECT 7,176 458 7,634 7,176 458 7,634 

COLORADO RIVER FRONT WORK AND LEVEE SYSTEM 2,100 --- 2,100 2,100 --- 2,100 

SALT RIVER PROJECT 724 250 974 724 250 974 

SAN CARLOS APACHE TRIBE WATER SETTLEMENT ACT PROJECT 200 --- 200 200 --- 200 

SIERRA VISTA SUBWATERSHED FEASIBILITY STUDY 2 -- 2 2 --- 2 

YUMA AREA PROJECTS 1,446 22,S41 23,987 1,446 22,541 23,987 

CALIFORNIA 

CACHUMA PROJECT 647 674 1,321 647 674 1,321 

CENTRAL VALLEY PROJECTS: 

AMERICAN RIVER DIVISION, FOLSOM DAM UNIT/MORMON ISLAND 1,577 9,138 10,715 1,577 9,138 10,71S 

~ AUBURN-FOLSOM SOUTH UNIT 35 2,184 2,219 35 2,184 2,219 

DELTA DIVISION S,718 5,511 11,229 5,718 5,511 11,229 . ---.( l EAST SIDE DIVISION 1,290 2,772 4,062 1,290 2,772 4,062 \t f FRIANT DIVISION 21192 3,401 5,593 2,192 3,401 5,593 

.. / SAN JOAQUIN RIVER RESTORATION SETTLEMENT --- --- - 32,000 --- 32,000 

MISCELLANEOUS PROJECT PROGRAMS 7,S96 454 8,050 7,596 454 8,050 

REPLACEMENTS, ADDITIONS, AND EXTRAORDINARY MAl NT. PROGRAM --- 16,362 16,362 --- 16,362 16,362 

SACRAMENTO RIVER DIVISION 2,156 944 3,100 2,156 944 3,100 

SAN FELIPE DIVISION 372 75 447 372 75 447 

SAN JOAQUIN DIVISION 52 --- 52 52 --- 52 

SHASTA DIVISION 720 8,627 9,347 720 8,627 9,347 

TRINITY RIVER DIVISION 12,309 4,359 16,668 12,309 4,359 16,668 

WATER AND POWER OPERATIONS 4,389 7,393 11,782 4,389 7,393 11,782 

WEST SAN JOAQUIN DIVISION, SAN LUIS UNIT 12,917 6,043 18,960 12,917 6,043 18,960 

ORLAND PROJECT -- 930 930 -- 930 930 

SALTON SEA RESEARCH PROJECT 300 -- 300 300 --- 300 

SOLANO PROJECT 1,329 2,367 3,696 1,329 2,367 3,696 

VENTURA RIVER PROJECT 313 33 346 313 33 346 

COLORADO 

ANIMAS-LA PLATA PROJECT 892 1,637 2,S29 892 1,637 2,529 

ARMEL UNIT, P-SMBP 20 449 469 20 449 469 

COLLBRAN PROJECT 255 1,693 1,948 25S 1,693 1,948 



WATER AND RELATED RESOURCES 

(AMOUNTS IN THOUSANDS) 

BUDGET REQUEST FINAL BILL 
RESOURCES FACILITIES RESOURCES FACILITIES 

MANAGEMENT OM&R TOTAL MANAGEMENT OM&R TOTAL 

COLORADO-BIG THOMPSON PROJECT 207 12,950 13,157 207 12,950 13,1S7 
FRUITGROWERS DAM PROJECT 122 124 246 122 124 246 
FRYINGPAN-ARKANSAS PROJECT 274 8,837 9,111 274 8,837 9,111 
FRYINGPAN-ARKANSAS PROJECT- ARKANSAS VALLEY CONDUIT 500 --- 500 500 --- 500 
GRAND VALLEY UNIT, CRBSCP, TITLE II 244 1,713 1,957 244 1,713 1,957 
LEADVILLE/ARKANSAS RIVER RECOVERY PROJECT --- 1,987 1,987 --- 1,987 1,987 
MANCOS PROJECT 119 182 301 119 182 301 
NARRROWS UNIT, P-SMBP --- 37 37 --- 37 37 
PARADOX VALLEY UNIT, CRBSCP, TITLE II 108 2,653 2,761 108 2,653 2,761 

PINE RIVER PROJECT 202 326 528 202 326 528 
SAN LUIS VALLEY PROJECT, CLOSED BASIN 286 3,616 3,902 286 3,616 3,902 
SAN LOUIS VALLEY PROJECT, CONEJOS DIVISION 21 38 59 21 38 59 

UNCOMPAHGRE PROJECT 804 191 995 804 191 995 
UPPER COLORADO RIVER OPERATIONS PROGRAM 270 --- 270 270 -- 270 

IDAHO 

~~ BOISE AREA PROJECTS 3,237 2,213 5,450 3,237 2,213 SASO 

,~ } COLUMBIA AND SNAKE RIVER SALMON RECOVERY PROJECT 17,000 --- 17,000 17,000 --- 17,000 

.:;--- J LEWISTON ORCHARDS PROJECTS 425 30 455 425 30 455 

" MINIDOKA AREA PROJECTS 2,451 4,694 7,145 2,451 4,694 7,145 

PRESTON BENCH PROJECT 4 8 12 4 8 12 

KANSAS 

ALMENA UNIT, P-SMBP 16 492 508 16 492 508 
BOSTWICK UNIT, P-SMBP 239 935 1,174 239 935 1,174 
CEDAR BLUFF UNIT, P-SMBP 11 638 649 11 638 649 
GLEN ELDER UNIT, P-SMBP 25 1,840 1,865 25 1,840 1,865 
KANSAS RIVER UNIT, P-SMBP -- 100 100 --- 100 100 
KIRWIN UNIT, P-SMBP 19 1,369 1,388 19 1,369 1,388 
WEBSTER UNIT, P-SMBP 12 2,873 2,885 12 2,873 2,885 

WICHITA PROJECT- CHENEY DIVISION 87 458 545 87 458 545 

WICHITA PROJECT- EQUUS BEDS DIVISION 50 --- so so --- 50 

MONTANA 

CANYON FERRY UNIT, P-SMBP 246 5,703 5,949 246 5,703 5,949 
EAST BENCH UNIT, P-SMBP 202 660 862 202 660 862 
FORT PECK RESERVATION/ DRY PRAIRIE RURAL WATER SYSTEM 3,249 --- 3,249 3,249 --- 3,249 



WATER AND RELATED RESOURCES 

(AMOUNTS IN THOUSANDS) 

BUDGET REQUEST FINAL BILL 

RESOURCES FACILITIES RESOURCES FACILITIES 

MANAGEMENT OM&R TOTAL MANAGEMENT OM&R TOTAL 

HELENA VALLEY UNIT, P-SMBP 19 163 182 19 163 182 

HUNGRY HORSE PROJECT --- 1,014 1,014 --- 1,014 1,014 

HUNTLEY PROJECT 12 45 57 12 45 57 

LOWER MARIAS UNIT, P-SMBP 102 1,622 1,724 102 1,622 1,724 

LOWER YELLOWSTONE PROJECT 364 16 380 364 16 380 

MILK RIVER PROJECT 548 1,287 1,835 548 1,287 1,835 

MISSOURI BASIN O&M, P-SMBP 1,032 269 1,301 1,032 269 1,301 

ROCKY BOYS/NORTH CENTRAL MT RURAL WATER SYSTEM 4,059 -- 4,059 4,059 --- 4,059 

SUN RIVER PROJECT 53 256 309 53 256 309 

YELLOWTAIL UNIT, P-SMBP 22 7,433 7,455 22 7,433 7,455 

NEBRASKA 

AINSWORTH UNIT, P-SMBP 26 138 164 26 138 164 

FRENCHMAN-CAMBRIDGE UNIT, P-SMBP 261 2,088 2,349 261 2,088 2,349 

MIRAGE FLATS PROJECT 14 116 130 14 116 130 

NORTH LOUP UNIT, P-SMBP 52 179 231 52 179 231 

~ '"''" -l 
LAHONTAN BASIN PROJECT 5,876 3,925 9,801 5,876 3,925 9,801 

LAKE TAHOE REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 115 --- 115 115 --- 115 

LAKE MEAD /LAS VEGAS WASH PROGRAM 775 --- 775 775 --- 775 

NEW MEXICO 

CARLSBAD PROJECT 2,844 1,295 4,139 2,844 1,295 4,139 

EASTERN NEW MEXICO RURAL WATER SUPPLY 47 --- 47 47 --- 47 

MIDDLE RIO GRANDE PROJECT 11,009 11,726 22,735 11,009 11,726 22,73S 

RIO GRANDE PROJECT 1,224 4,182 5,406 1,224 4,182 5,406 

RIO GRANDE PUEBLOS PROJECT 650 --- 650 650 --- 650 

TUCUMCARI PROJECT 23 11 34 23 11 34 

NORTH DAKOTA 

DICKINSON UNIT, P-SMBP 404 288 692 404 288 692 

GARRISON DIVERSION UNIT, P-SMBP 15,502 6,417 21,919 15,502 6,417 21,919 

HEART BUTIE UNIT, P-SMBP 6 1,139 1,145 6 1,139 1,145 



WATER AND RELATED RESOURCES 

(AMOUNTS IN THOUSANDS) 

BUDGET REQUEST FINAL BILL 

RESOURCES FACILITIES RESOURCES FACILITIES 

MANAGEMENT OM&R TOTAL MANAGEMENT OM&R TOTAL 
--- ------- ~~~--

OKLAHOMA 

ARBUCKLE PROJECT 69 189 258 69 189 258 

MCGEE CREEK PROJECT 90 796 886 90 796 886 

MOUNTAIN PARK PROJECT 25 584 609 25 584 609 

NORMAN PROJECT 48 311 359 48 311 359 

WASHITA BASIN PROJECT 160 1,058 1,218 160 1,058 1,218 

W.C. AUSTIN PROJECT 59 631 690 59 631 690 

OREGON 

CROOKED RIVER PROJECT 267 451 718 267 451 718 

DESCHUTES PROJECT 292 269 561 292 269 561 

EASTERN OREGON PROJECTS 584 232 816 584 232 816 

KLAMATH PROJECT 13,390 4,610 18,000 13,390 4,610 18,000 

ROGUE RIVER BASIN PROJECT, TALENT DIVISION 1,527 602 2,129 1,527 602 2,129 

TUALATIN PROJECT 130 642 772 130 642 772 @' """"~"wm 521 31161 3,682 521 3,161 3,682 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
; . 

ANGOSTURA UNIT, P-SMBP 266 790 1,056 266 790 1,056 

BELLE FOURCHE UNIT, P-SMBP 255 685 940 255 685 940 

KEYHOLE UNIT, P-SMBP 196 558 754 196 558 754 

LEWIS AND CLARK RURAL WATER SYSTEM 2,432 --- 2,432 2,432 --- 2,432 

MID-DAKOTA RURAL WATER PROJECT --- 15 15 --- 15 15 

MNI WICONI PROJECT --- 12,000 12,000 --- 12,000 12,000 

OAHE UNIT, P-SMBP 39 55 94 39 55 94 

RAPID VALLEY PROJECT --- 92 92 --- 92 92 

RAPID VALLEY UNIT, P-SMBP --- 223 223 --- 223 223 

SHADEHILL UNIT, P-SMBP 75 511 586 7S 511 586 

TEXAS 

BALMORHEA PROJECT 25 15 40 2S 15 40 

CANADIAN RIVER PROJECT 84 85 169 84 85 169 

LOWER RIO GRANDE WATER CONSERVATION PROGRAM 50 --- 50 50 --- 50 

NUECES RIVER PROJECT 87 787 874 87 787 874 

SAN ANGELO PROJECT 57 537 594 57 537 594 



WATER AND RELATED RESOURCES 

(AMOUNTS IN THOUSANDS) 

BUDGET REQUEST FINAL BILL 
RESOURCES FACILITIES RESOURCES FACILITIES 

MANAGEMENT OM&R TOTAL MANAGEMENT OM&R TOTAL 

UTAH 

HYRUM PROJECT 180 173 353 180 173 353 
MOON LAKE PROJECT 12 85 97 12 85 97 
NEWTON PROJECT 33 94 127 33 94 127 
OGDEN RIVER PROJECT 240 262 502 240 262 502 
PROVO RIVER PROJECT 1,260 448 1,708 1,260 448 1,708 
SANPETE PROJECT 60 11 71 60 11 71 
SCOFIELD PROJECT 406 84 490 406 84 490 
STRAWBERRY VALLEY PROJECT 822 100 922 822 100 922 
WEBER BASIN PROJECT 1,096 1,111 2,207 1,096 1,111 2,207 
WEBER RIVER PROJECT 60 86 146 60 86 146 

WASHINGTON 

COLUMBIA BASIN PROJECT 3,875 7,196 11,071 3,875 7,196 11,071 

WASHINGTON AREA PROJECTS 565 78 643 565 78 643 r;:;; YAKIMA PROJECT 806 6,836 7,642 806 6,836 7,642 

, ~\YAKIMA RIVER BASIN WATER ENHANCEMENT PROJECT 11,000 --- 11,000 11,000 -- 11,000 

I' WYOMING 

BOYSEN UNIT, P-SMBP 231 1,791 2,022 231 1,791 2,022 
BUFFALO BILL DAM DAM MODIFICATION, P-SMBP 32 2,812 2,844 32 2,812 2,844 
KENDRICK PROJECT 107 3,582 3,689 107 3,582 3,689 
NORTH PLATTE PROJECT 205 2,270 2,475 205 2,270 2,475 
NORTH PLATTE AREA, P-SMBP 111 4,886 4,997 111 4,886 4,997 
OWL CREEK UNIT, P-SMBP 6 95 101 6 95 101 
RIVERTON UNIT, P-SMBP 12 632 644 12 632 644 
SHOSHONE PROJECT 72 771 B43 72 771 843 

SUBTOTAL, PROJECTS 184,115 273,956 458,071 216,115 273,956 490,071 

REGIONAL PROGRAMS 

ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR ONGOING WORK 

RURAL WATER --- --- -- 31,000 --- 31,000 
FISH PASSAGE AND FISH SCREENS --- --- --- 4,000 --- 4,000 
WATER CONSERVATION AND DELIVERY --- --- --- 8,000 --- 8,000 
ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION AND COMPLIANCE --- --- --- 1,000 --- 1,000 



WATER AND RELATED RESOURCES 

(AMOUNTS IN THOUSANDS) 

BUDGET REQUEST FINAL BILL 

RESOURCES FACILITIES RESOURCES FACILITIES 

MANAGEMENT OM&R TOTAL MANAGEMENT OM&R TOTAL 
~---

WESTERN DROUGHT RESPONSE --- --- --- 50,000 --- 50,000 

FACILITIES OPERATION, MAINTENANCE, AND REHABILITATION --- --- --- --- 2,931 2,931 

COLORADO RIVER BASIN SALINITY CONTROL PROJECT, TITLE I --- 12,670 12,670 --- 12,670 12,670 

COLORADO RIVER BASIN SALINITY CONTROL PROJECT, TITLE II 6,360 --- 6,360 6,360 --- 6,360 

COLORADO RIVER STORAGE PROJECT (CRSP), SECTION 5 4,103 5,592 9,695 4,103 5,592 9,695 

COLORADO RIVER STORAGE PROJECT (CRSP), SECTION 8 3,088 --- 3,088 3,088 --- 3,088 

COLORADO RIVER WATER QUALITY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 620 --- 620 620 -- 620 

DAM SAFETY PROGRAM: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR DAM SAFffi PROGRAM --- 1,100 1,100 --- 1,100 1,100 

INITIATE SAFm OF DAMS CORRECTIVE ACTION --- 62,000 62,000 --- 62,000 62,000 

SAFETY EVALUATION OF EXISTING DAMS --- 19,784 19,784 --- 19,784 19,784 

EMERGENCY PLANNING & DISASTER RESPONSE PROGRAM --- 1,250 1,250 --- 1,250 1,250 

ENDANGERED SPECIES RECOVERY IMPLEMENTATION PROGRAM 22,677 --- 22,677 22,677 -- 22,677 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION 1,736 --- 1,736 1,736 --- 1,736 

EXAMINATION OF EXISTING STRUCTURES --- 8,989 8,989 --- 8,989 8,989 

GENERAL PLANNING ACTIVITIES 2,000 --- 2,000 2,000 -- 2,000 

INDIAN WATER RIGHTS SETTLEMENTS: c\ AAMODT LITIGATION SETTLEMENT --- --- --- 3,000 --- 3,000 

1, '!'-:> \ CROW TRIBE RIGHTS --- --- --- 2,000 --- 2,000 

'I -J ' NAVAIO-GALLUP --- --- --- 81,000 --- 81,000 \T")' TAOSPUEBLO --- --- --- 4,000 --- 4,000 
__ , i LAND RESOURCES MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 9,657 --- 9,657 9,657 --- 9,657 

LOWER COLORADO RIVER OPERATIONS PROGRAM 28,345 --- 28,345 28,34S --- 28,345 

MISCELLANEOUS FLOOD CONTROL OPERATIONS --- 846 846 --- 846 846 

NATIVE AMERICAN AFFAIRS PROGRAM 8,088 --- 8,088 8,088 --- 8,088 

NEGOTIATION & ADMINISTRATION OF WATER MARKETING 1,984 --- 1,984 1,984 --- 1,984 

OPERATION & PROGRAM MANAGEMENT 951 1,653 2,604 951 1,653 2,604 

POWER PROGRAM SERVICES 2,193 307 2,SOO 2,193 307 2,500 

PUBLIC ACCESS AND 5AFm PROGRAM 6S7 206 863 657 206 863 

RECLAMATION LAW ADMINISTRATION 2,329 --- 2,329 2,329 --- 2,329 

RECREATION & FISH & WILDLIFE PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION 2,409 --- 2,409 2,409 --- 2,409 

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT: 

DESALINATION AND WATER PURIFICATION PROGRAM 1,753 1,150 2,903 1,753 1,150 2,903 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM 9,76S --- 9,76S 9,765 --- 9,76S 

SITE SECURITY ACTIVITIES --- 26,220 26,220 --- 26,220 26,220 

UNITED STATES/MEXICO BORDER ISSUES- TECHNICAL SUPPORT 90 --- 90 90 --- 90 

WATERSMART PROGRAM: 

WATERSMART GRANTS 19,000 --- 19,000 19,000 --- 19,000 

WATER CONSERVATION FIELD SERVICES PROGRAM 4,457 --- 4,457 4,457 --- 4,4S7 

COOPERATIVE WATERSHED MANAGEMENT 250 --- 250 250 --- 2SO 
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BASIN STUDIES 

DROUGHT RESPONSE & COMPREHENSIVE DROUGHT PLANS 

RESILIENT INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENTS 

TITLE XVI WATER RECLAMATION & REUSE PROGRAM 

SUBTOTAL, REGIONAL PROGRAMS 

TOTAL, WATER AND RELATED RESOURCES 

WATER AND RELATED RESOURCES 

(AMOUNTS IN THOUSANDS) 

BUDGET REQUEST 

RESOURCES FACILITIES 

MANAGEMENT OM&R 

3,850 ---
1,500 ---

--- 1,500 

21,500 ---

159,362 143,267 

343,477 417,223 

FINAL BILL 
RESOURCES FACILITIES 

TOTAL MANAGEMENT OM&R TOTAL 

3,850 3,850 -- 3,850 

1,SOO 

1,SOO --- 1,500 1,500 

21,500 21,500 -- 21,500 

302,629 341,862 146,198 488,060 

760,700 557,977 420,154 978,131 



A 

Central Valley Project, Friant Division, San Joaquin River Restoration.-The agreement does not 

include a separate account for this item. Funding is included in the Water and Related Resources account as 

a separate line item under the Friant Division of the Central Valley Project. 

Middle Rio Grande, New Mexico.-The agreement encourages development and implementation 

of the Water Acquisition Program along the Middle Rio Grande and San Juan Chama Projects and the 

Physical Habitat Restoration and Management efforts along the San Acacia Reach consistent with fiscal 

year 2014 activities. 

Scoggins Dam, Tualatin Project, Oregon.-As part of its Darn Safety Program, Reclamation is 

working on a Corrective Action Alternatives Study (CAS) for Scoggins Darn, the main feature of the 

Tualatin Project. Working with local stakeholders, Reclamation is evaluating how water supply objectives, 

such as increased storage, may be coordinated with CAS implementation. Phase two of the CAS, including 

appraisal level designs and cost estimates, currently is scheduled to be completed in fiscal year 2016. With 

that date in mind, Reclamation should submit legislative language to the appropriate congressional 

committees as soon as it becomes clear such authorization is necessary and advisable so that darn safety 

work can be addressed concurrently with additional storage capacity. 

Yakima River Basin Water Enhancement Project, Washington.-The Yakima River Basin 

Integrated Water Resource Management Plan is recognized as an innovative water management plan 

representing the culmination of years of collaboration among Yakima Basin stakeholders. The Department 

of the Interior and the Bureau of Reclamation are encouraged to request funding in future budgets to 

support additional authorized elements of the Plan. Federal funding should be used in combination with 

stakeholder funding to ensure continued implementation of a balanced plan including water storage and 

water supply reliability, habitat and watershed conservation, fish passage, and appropriate land acquisition 

activities to support agriculture, fish, and municipalities within the Yakima River Basin in Central 

W ashingto'l\ 

Additional Funding for Water and Related Resources Work.-The agreement includes funds in 

addition to the budget request for Water and Related Resources studies, projects, and activities. Priority in 

allocating these funds should be given to advance and complete ongoing work; improve water supply 

reliability; improve water deliveries; enhance national, regional, or local economic development; promote 

job growth; advance tribal and nontribal water settlement studies and activities; or address critical backlog 

maintenance and rehabilitation activities. Funding provided under the heading "Western Drought 

Response" may be allocated to any authorized purposes, but shall be allocated to those activities that will 

have the most direct, most immediate, and largest impact on extending limited water supplies during 

current drought conditions. Funding included in the budget request under "Drought Response and 

Comprehensive Plans" is incorporated into this line item. Reclamation is encouraged to use all available 

authorities to provide for additional water supplies through conservation, minor changes to the operations 

of existing projects, drilling emergency wells, or other means authorized under current law. This additional 

funding may be used alone or in combination with any other funding provided in a program, project, or 
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activity. For rural water projects, Reclamation shall not use the ability of a non-federal sponsor to 

contribute funds in excess of the authorized non-federal cost-share as a criterion for prioritizing these 

funds. Not later than 45 days after enactment of this Act, Reclamation shall provide to the Committees on 

Appropriations of the House of Representatives and the Senate a report delineating how these funds are to 

be distributed, in which phase the work is to be accomplished, and an explanation of the criteria and 

rankings used to justifY each allocation. 

Indian Water Rights Settlements.-The agreement includes funds for these activities in the Water 

and Related Resources account, instead of in a separate account as proposed in the budget request. To 

maintain the visibility of these projects, the agreement includes the four projects under the Regional 

Programs heading with a subheading called Indian Water Rights Settlements. 

Buried Metallic Water Pipe.-Reclamation again is directed to act in a manner consistent with the 

direction provided in the fiscal year 2012 and 2014 Acts regarding bnried metallic water pipe. That 

direction included, among other things, the requirement for an objective, independently peer-reviewed 

analysis of pipeline reliability standards. Reclamation is reminded that this study, including all data 

assembly and analysis must be conducted by an appropriate, independent third-party. Reclamation and its 

contractors involved in these efforts are expected to protect business-sensitive data that is collected during 

this process. 

Rural Water.-Voluntary funding in excess of legally required cost shares for rural water projects 

is acceptable, but shall not be used by Reclamation as a criterion for budgeting in future years. 

Zebra and Quagga Musse/s.-Reclamation has completed, is working on, and intends to initiate 

additional invasive mussel vulnerability assessments at numerous federal dams in the Pacific Northwest. 

Reclamation is encouraged to continue these efforts. 
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CENTRAL VALLEY PROJECT RESTORATION FUND 

The agreement provides $56,995,000 for the Central Valley Project Restoration Fund. 

CALIFORNIA BAY -DELTA RESTORATION 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

The agreement provides $37,000,000 for the California Bay-Delta Restoration Program. 

POLICY AND ADMINISTRATION 

The agreement provides $58,500,000 for Policy and Administration. 

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION LOAN PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

The agreement includes a rescission of $500,000 in unobligated balances. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION 

The agreement includes a provision limiting the Bureau of Reclamation to purchase not more than 

five passenger vehicles for replacement only. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS-DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

The agreement includes a provision outlining the circumstances under which the Bureau of 

Reclamation may reprogram funds. 

The agreement includes a provision regarding the San Luis Unit and Kesterson Reservoir in 

California. 

The agreement includes a provision regarding an authorization of appropriations under the Secure 

Water Act of 2009. 

The agreement includes a technical correction regarding the Reclamation States Emergency 

Drought Relief Act of 1991. 

The agreement includes a provision extending authorization of the Calfed Bay-Delta 

Authorization Act. 

The agreement includes a provision regarding pilot projects in the Colorado River Basin. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary

 
FACT SHEET: Increasing Investment in U.S. Roads, Ports and Drinking Water Systems through

 Innovative Financing
 
Building a 21st-century infrastructure is a critical component of the Administration’s efforts to accelerate
 economic growth, expand opportunity, create jobs and improve the competitiveness of the American
 economy. As part of this effort, President Obama launched the Build America Investment Initiative in July
 2014, calling on federal agencies to find new ways to increase investment in ports, roads, bridges, broadband
 networks, drinking water and sewer systems and other projects by facilitating partnerships between federal,
 state and local governments and private sector investors.
 
Today, the Obama Administration is announcing new steps that federal agencies are taking to bring private
 sector capital and expertise to bear on improving our nation’s roads, bridges, and broadband networks.
 First, the Administration is launching a new Water Finance Center at the Environmental Protection Agency
 and highlighting the progress of the Rural Opportunity Investment Initiative at the Department of
 Agriculture. These efforts will help local and state governments access federal loan and grant programs to
 get more projects off the ground. The Administration is also announcing a new set of infrastructure tax
 proposals that will level the playing field for projects that combine public and private investment so that
 local and state governments can more easily work with the private sector to advance the public interest.
 
At an event at the Anacostia River Tunnel Project Site in Washington, DC later today, the Vice President—
joined by Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy and USDA Secretary Tom Vilsack
— will stress the importance of these critical investments. Today’s event is part of the Vice President’s
 ongoing work to highlight the importance of doing more to invest in our nation’s infrastructure to create
 jobs, help American businesses, and grow our economy.
 
Additional information about the new Build America initiatives is provided below:
 
Ø  Investing in Drinking Water and Wastewater Systems through a new Center at EPA. To help address

 more than $600 billion in needs for drinking water and wastewater management over the next 20
 years, today the Administration is launching a new Water Finance Center at EPA. The Center will
 work closely with municipal and state governments, utilities and private sector partners to use
 federal grants to attract more private capital into projects and promote models of public private
 collaboration that can address the real needs of cities and towns to provide safe water, rebuild sewer
 systems and keep streams and rivers clean.
 

Ø  Driving Investment to Rural America via a New USDA Rural Opportunity Investment Initiative.
 The Administration is announcing the Rural Opportunity Investment Initiative at the U.S.
 Department of Agriculture, which will identify opportunities for investment in promising rural
 water, energy, and broadband projects, reduce barriers to investment and connect projects with
 investors.
 

Ø  Leveling the Playing Field for Public-Private Partnerships. Today the Administration is leveling the
 playing field for municipalities seeking public private partnerships by proposing the creation of an

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2014/07/17/fact-sheet-building-21st-century-infrastructure-increasing-public-and-pr


 innovative new kind of municipal bond, Qualified Public Infrastructure Bonds (QPIB).
 

Ø  In addition, the Administration is advancing major highway and port projects through the
 Transportation Investment Center at the Department of Transportation, working with local and state
 governments to improve project planning, and attracting investors for U.S. projects from around the
 world through the SelectUSA Program.
 

Investing in a 21st-century American infrastructure
 

Investing in a 21st-century American infrastructure is an important part of the Obama Administration’s plan
 to build on the progress our economy is making by creating jobs and expanding opportunity for all
 hardworking Americans. Infrastructure like roads, bridges, ports, water purification plants and reservoirs
 provide critical services to consumers and businesses while protecting public health and the environment.
 
The construction project in Anacostia is an example of the benefits of investment in water management. Each
 year, 2 to 3 billion gallons of contaminated sewage water pour into the Anacostia River. The new tunnel will
 control this run-off, improving public health, protecting the environment, and giving a major boost to
 economic development on the Anacostia River’s banks.
 
But the current level of infrastructure investment in the U.S. is far too low and too many worthwhile projects
 go unfunded. The system of water pipes that bring drinking water to homes and businesses, for example, is
 rapidly aging. An estimated 237,600 water mains break every year. We also lose more than 46 billion gallons
 of water per day through leaking pipes – enough water to supply the 10 largest American cities for almost
 two weeks. And the costs for maintenance are only increasing. Over the next fifteen years, utilities will have
 to spend three times as much on pipe replacement as the current system continues to decline. 
 
The Administration’s activities through the Build America Investment Initiative will help interested local
 and state governments build more of these projects by bringing together the public and private sector to
 identify challenges and explore creative financing strategies – not only in water but in transportation, energy
 and broadband.
 
Private capital is not a substitute for public investment. That’s why the President has repeatedly called on
 Congress to increase public funding for our highways, bridges, and transit system. Last spring, the
 Administration proposed the GROW AMERICA Act, a 4-year, $302 billion surface transportation
 reauthorization proposal. But in the absence of Congress acting on this commonsense proposal, the
 President will continue to do whatever he can through his own authority to promote American economic
 growth where there is need or opportunity. And right now, there is a real opportunity to put private capital
 to work in revitalizing U.S. infrastructure.
 
That’s why today the Administration is announcing efforts across government including new executive
 actions and a new tax proposal to encourage investment across infrastructure sectors and in regions around
 the country.

 

Ø  Investing in Drinking Water and Wastewater Infrastructure through a new Center at EPA



The U.S. needs at least $600 billion in investments in water infrastructure over the next 20 years to keep our
 taps flowing and our rivers and lakes clean. Today, the Administration is launching a new interagency
 center at the Environmental Protection Agency to increase innovative financing support for water systems
 across the country.  The Water Finance Center will:

·         Stimulate private investment and make federal dollars go further: Around the country, towns, cities
 and states are exploring how to bring innovative financial tools such as public private partnerships to
 the water sector to get more projects off the ground. The new Center will help interested local and
 state governments to bring private sector investment and expertise into water system construction
 and management. Among other roles, the center will bring together investors and project sponsors;
 highlight promising deals; provide peer-to-peer learning and workshops; and develop case studies
 and toolkits. The Center will work with states to maximize the benefits of more than $3 billion in
 annual federal water investments.
 

·         Help attract investment to small communities. Many rural communities are served by small water
 utilities that lack the resources to explore financing alternatives, engage the private sector and attract
 investment. The new Water Center will work with on-the-ground partners to provide financial
 training and technical assistance to small communities and rural water systems.

 
Ø  Driving Investment to Rural America via a new USDA Rural Opportunity Investment Initiative    
Investments in rural water, energy, broadband infrastructure can create jobs and accelerate economic
 growth. To help rural projects attract more investment, the Administration is announcing the Rural
 Opportunity Investment (ROI) Initiative at USDA. In close collaboration with both public and private
 partners, the ROI Initiative will:

·         Connect projects to investors: The ROI Initiative will facilitate and catalyze rural investment
 opportunities for the public and private sectors.  The Initiative will look to generate and facilitate
 rural investment through USDA field staff across the country and strengthen relationships with the
 private sector. Public-private collaborations launched by USDA earlier this year – like the $10 billion
 CoBank rural infrastructure fund between CoBank and Capital Peak Asset Management and a $150
 million Rural Business Investment Company – are the type of innovative financing mechanisms that
 the Initiative will continue to incubate in an effort to develop and finance infrastructure projects.

·         Improve access to USDA credit programs: The Initiative will also focus on opportunities to leverage
 private sector financing against the over $30 billion in existing USDA programs and resources to
 provide funding to vital rural infrastructure projects; including water and wastewater systems,
 energy efficiency improvements, broadband networks, and other rural infrastructure needs.

 
Ø  Leveling the Playing Field for Public Private Partnerships
The Administration is proposing the creation of an innovative new municipal bond, Qualified Public
 Infrastructure Bond (QPIB). Today, public private partnerships that combine public ownership with private
 sector management and operations expertise cannot take advantage of the benefits of municipal bonds.
 QPIBs will extend the benefits of municipal bonds to public private partnerships, like partnerships that
 involve long-term leasing and management contracts, lowering the cost of borrowing and attracting new
 capital.

·         A similar existing program, Private Activity Bond (PABs), has already been used to support financing
 of over $10 billion of roads, tunnels, and bridges. QPIBs will expand the scope of PABs to include
 financing for airports, ports, mass transit, solid waste disposal, sewer, and water, as well as for more
 surface transportation projects. Unlike PABs, the QPIB bond program will have no expiration date, no
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 issuance caps, and interest on these bonds will not be subject to the alternative minimum tax. These
 modifications will increase QPIB’s impact as a permanent lower cost financing tool to increase private
 participation in building our nation’s public infrastructure. QPIBs would not be available for
 privately-owned facilities or privatizations of public facilities.

 
More details on QPIBs will be available  in the upcoming Budget.
 
Ø  Growing Investment in Transportation Infrastructure through the DOT Transportation Investment

 Center
In July, the President announced the launch of a new center at the Department of Transportation to catalyze
 private investments in our transportation system. Since the launch of the Center, DOT has taken important
 steps forward, including: 

·         Facilitating access to hundreds of millions of dollars in credit assistance for vital transportation
 projects: In Fiscal Year 2014, DOT loaned a record $7.5 billion to 13 projects through the TIFIA
 program, leveraging more than $25 billion in infrastructure investments. Since the launch of the
 Center, DOT has accelerated high-impact projects like Portsmouth Bypass, a 16-mile, 4-lane highway
 in Scioto County, Ohio. 
 

·         Expediting Project Financing and Delivery: To help get highway, port, bridge, tunnel and transit
 projects moving faster, the Center is providing hands-on technical assistance and facilitating efficient
 project delivery to projects, including adding additional projects to the Administration’s successful
 permitting dashboard.  The Center is also providing targeted technical assistance to support project
 planning for projects like the Essex County-Port Newark Container Terminal (PNCT) P3 Project – a
 recent TIGER grant recipient.
 

·         New Tools: The Center will be releasing new products, including supplemental provisions for toll
 concession model contracts and a new guide on incorporating Federal-aid funding into P3s. These
 products build on tools released over the past several months. In addition, DOT is developing model
 contracts that show how transportation projects can advance “high-road” labor practices that create
 good, middle-class jobs and benefit current and aspiring workers alike. These will be an example for
 other federal agencies as they work to support public private partnerships moving forward.

 
Ø  Breaking Ground on more Roads, Bridges and other Infrastructure Projects
Today, the President is signing a Presidential Memorandum to improve the early phases of infrastructure
 project planning and design by aligning federal funding for planning and predevelopment at the
 Departments of Commerce, Transportation, Homeland Security, Housing and Urban Development and
 Agriculture. These agencies and others will be working closely with local and state governments and other
 stakeholders over the coming months to ensure that the federal government is doing all it can to support
 critical predevelopment activities. Private foundations are also doing their part to support innovation in
 planning and predevelopment activities, with The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, Ford
 Foundation, and The Rockefeller Foundation announcing support for new projects around the country. 
 
Ø  Promoting Investment in U.S. Highways and Ports
For the first time, the Administration is hosting a global event with a clear US infrastructure track at the
 March 2015 SelectUSA Investment Summit. This Summit will bring together over 2500 leading investors and
 executives from around the world and connect them with US business opportunities. 

         



· A high profile session focused on infrastructure to highlight the growth and diversity of the US P3
 market and present day opportunities in the USA for global companies
 

·         A roundtable to promote the development of relationships between global investors and American
 partners to jointly explore US infrastructure investments.

 
These actions and announcements are the first steps that the Administration is taking as part of the Build
 America Investment Initiative’s two-year action plan, as outlined in a set of recommendations to the
 President.
 

###
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